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century. More than one and a half mil-
lion innocent Armenians had their
lives ended mercilessly.

It is staggering to even contemplate
the idea of one and a half million peo-
ple having their lives ended so arbi-
trarily, but we must remember the vic-
tims of this genocide as they were, not
numbers but mothers and fathers and
sons and daughters, brothers, sisters,
aunts, uncles, cousins and, of course,
friends. Each and every victim had
hopes, dreams, and a life that deserved
to be lived to the fullest.

It is our duty to remember them
today and every day. As we stand here
today at the beginning of a new cen-
tury and a new millennium, we should
take a moment to speak about the need
that that tragic event serves as a con-
stant reminder for us to be on guard
against the repression of any people,
particularly any oppression based on
their race or their religion.

Unfortunately, during the genocide,
the world turned a blind eye to the hor-
rors that were inflicted. Too often dur-
ing the last century the world stood si-
lent while whole races and religions
were attacked and nearly annihilated.
As the saying goes, those who forget
history are doomed to repeat it. We
must never forget the important les-
sons of the Armenian Genocide.

As a member, Mr. Speaker, of the
Congressional Armenian Caucus, I join
many others in the House of Represent-
atives working hopefully to bring peace
and stability to Armenia and its neigh-
boring countries. Division and hatred
can only lead to more division and ha-
tred, as has too often been proved.
Hopefully the work of the caucus and
of others committed to the same cause
will help ensure that an atrocity such
as the genocide will never happen again
in Armenia or elsewhere.

While I might not be Armenian, Mr.
Speaker, my wife is and many, many of
our friends, which causes me, of course,
to say ‘‘yes odar empaytz seerdus high
e.’’

I am not Armenian but my heart is,
and we all should have our heart with
them on this particular occasion.
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WE MUST REMEMBER THE ARME-
NIAN GENOCIDE SO THAT IT
NEVER HAPPENS AGAIN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. SHERMAN)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. Speaker, like
many of my colleagues, I rise to re-
member the Armenian Genocide which
took place over several years, but the
remembrance day is to remember an
event 85 years ago, so this is a particu-
larly important anniversary of that
genocide.

We are asked why it is so important
to come to this floor again and again
to remember. We must remember so
that it never happens again, and we
must remember because there is an or-
ganized effort to hide and to disclaim

this genocide; and we must overcome
that effort, and we must never forget.

Let us look at the historical record.
The American ambassador to the Otto-
man Empire in 1919 was an eyewitness.
In his memoirs, he said, ‘‘When the
Turkish authorities gave the order for
these deportations they were merely
giving the death warrant to an entire
race. They understood this well and in
their conversations with me made no
particular attempt to conceal this
fact.’’

He went on to describe what he saw
at the Euphrates River, and he said, as
our eyes and ears in the Ottoman Em-
pire, because that is the role an ambas-
sador plays, in the year 1919, ‘‘I have by
no means told the most terrible de-
tails, for a complete narration of the
sadistic orgies of which they, the Ar-
menian men and women, are victims
can never be printed in an American
publication. Whatever crimes the most
perverted instincts of the human mind
can devise, whatever refinements of
persecution and injustice the most de-
based imagination can conceive, be-
came the daily misfortune of the Arme-
nian people.’’

As other speakers have pointed out,
this was the first genocide of the 20th
century, and it laid the foundation for
the Holocaust to follow.

We can never forget that 8 days be-
fore he invaded Poland, Adolf Hitler
turned to his inner circle and said,
‘‘Who today remembers the extermi-
nation of the Armenians?’’ The impu-
nity with which the Turkish govern-
ment acted in annihilating the Arme-
nian people emboldened Adolf Hitler
and his inner circle to carry out the
Holocaust of the Jewish people. Unfor-
tunately, today there is an organized
effort to expunge from the memory of
the human race this genocide, and it
focuses on our academic institutions.

Mr. Speaker, I am a proud graduate
of UCLA; and a few years ago UCLA
was offered a million dollars to create
a special chair that would be under the
partial control of the Turkish govern-
ment, a chair in history that would
have been used to cover up and to dis-
claim and to deny the first genocide of
the 20th century.

Mr. Speaker, I am very proud of
UCLA for many things. I was there
when Bill Walton led us to the NCAA
championship, but I was never prouder
of my alma mater than when UCLA
said no to a million dollars; and it is
important that every American aca-
demic institution say no to genocide
denial.

It is also important that the State
Department go beyond shallow, hollow
reminders and remembrances of this
day and step forward and use the word
genocide in describing the genocide of
the Armenian people at the hands of
the Turks.

It is time for Turkey to acknowledge
this genocide, because only in that way
can they rise above it. The German
government has been quite forth-
coming in acknowledging the Holo-

caust, and in doing so it has at least
been respected by the peoples of the
world for its honesty. Turkey should
follow that example rather than trying
to buy chairs at American universities
to deny history.

Mr. Speaker, we must go beyond
merely remembering the Armenian
Genocide and also insist that the sur-
vivors of that genocide are treated
justly, that the people of Armenia and
Artsakh enjoy freedom and independ-
ence; and we must end the blockade of
Armenia imposed by Turkey.

Mr. Speaker, when it comes to this
genocide, we must say, and say loudly,
never again and never forget.
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WHAT DO WE WANT CHINA TO BE
20 YEARS FROM NOW OR EVEN 50
YEARS FROM NOW?

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr.
CUNNINGHAM) is recognized for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. CUNNINGHAM. Mr. Speaker, I
would like to associate myself with the
remarks of my colleagues on both sides
of the aisle, remembering the genocide
of the Armenians, but I would like to
add this: that there are Armenian chil-
dren dying today in Armenia. While
other nations brutalize Armenia, the
White House and State Department cut
funds for Armenia. They are not the
only White House and State Depart-
ment to do so, but there is enough of
us, instead of making just a resolution,
to make a binding resolution for the
White House to do something about it.

Also, I should speak to another event
I had not planned on speaking to to-
night, but I actually resent some of the
statements made earlier tonight. My
wife and daughters attend Catholic
mass at Saint James Parish, and the
speaker of this House took the well and
shamed those Democrats that would
use religion for political gain. I heard
this again tonight. I ask the minority
leader to ask to put an end to their
side of using religion for politics. It
does not belong in this Chamber. I have
attended events at synagogues, at par-
ishes and churches, but what I would
not attend is a fund-raiser at a Bud-
dhist temple.

The real reason I came tonight, Mr.
Speaker, was to talk about PNTR for
China. I would like to present some
thoughts. China is a rogue nation. The
issue generates strong-held opinions on
both sides and both Republicans and
Democrats are split on this particular
issue. Even myself, I personally strug-
gled, knowing what a rogue nation that
China is, the human rights violations,
the national security threats, and what
does it mean applying PNTR to China.

Communication is the shortest dis-
tance between two points of view, and
I know that my mother, my children
and many Americans, if they never
hear some of the positive points, they
are most likely not going to support
trade with China.
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